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CotumsBians! long preferve that peerlefs page, 

Stampt with the precepts of your warrior Sage ; 

In ail yeur archives be the gift enroll’d, 

Sufpend it to your walls, encas’d in gold ; 

Bid {chools recite it, let the prieftly train 

Chant it on feftal days, nor deem the tafk profane 3. 

When round your knees your infant offspring throng 

To join the matin prayer, or evening fong, 

Thofe rites perform’d, invite them to attend 

The farewell counfels of their good old Friend, 

And fay, he left you, as his laft bequetft, 

Thefe golden rules to make a nation bleft. 
HoneYWwoop. 
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BY a Refolve of Congrefs, and a Proelamation of the 


Prefident, dated January 6, 1800, it was ‘ recommended to 


. the people of the United States to affemble on the twenty- 
| fecond day of February next, in fuch numbers and manner 
as may be convenient, publicly to teftify their grief for the 
death of General George Wasuincron, by fuitable eulo- 


gies, orations, and difcourfes, or by public prayers.”* 
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The Counfel of Wafhington recommended. 





MICAH IV. ©. 


Now why doft thou cry out aloud ?—is thy Coun- 
fellor perifoed ? 


DOOD OOO 0 


HE anfwer to thefe tender inquiries is legible 

in the countenances of all, who compofe this 

affembly. Yes, my fathers and brethren, my 

friends and fellow-citizens, I there read the caufe of 

your lamentation. WasHINGTON, your COUNSELLOR, 

is perifhed. The Friend, the Father, of our country is 

no more and ye have affembled to “‘teftify your grief 

for his death.”” ‘This fun marks'the anniverfary of his 
Nativity. 





«¢ Thus with the year 
<< Seafons return ; bute not to him returns’”’* 


this day. To other climes, illuftrious Shade! haft thou 
departed, where funs no longer meafure the duration of 
thy exiftence ; where feafons no more revolve; and 
where, we believe, thy felicity will be as interminable, 
as thy {pirit is immortal. 


Already, my refpected auditors, have we paid the 
merited tribute to the memory of this revered and be- 
loved man. In this very fan@tuary, on the reception of 


the 
* Milton. 
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the melancholy tidings of his death, we indulged the 
fpontaneous emotions of forrow ; and, impatient of de- 
lay for legiflative recommendation, we haftened at once 
to mitigate our grief by our tears, and to commemorate 
the man, whom we had always delighted to honour. On 
that mournful occafion, we contemplated him in the va- 
rious characters of the mighty man, and the man of war ; 
of the prudent, and the ancient ; of the honourable MAN 
and the counfeller. What now remains? Had not that 
funereal fervice precluded a delineation of his charaéter 
at this time ; it would have been precluded by the very 
interefting and inftruCtive portrait of him yefterday ex- 
hibited in this houfe, and by the tributary honours then 
offered to his memory. * 

Inftead, then, of recapitulating what ye have repeat- 
edly heard, and what has already been the univerfal 
fubject of Difcourfes and Eulogies throughout the 
Union ; indulge me in reminding you of the counsEL 
of WaAsHINGToN, and in recommending it to your 
practical obfervance. <A Difcourfe, embracing thefe 
objects, will, if I miftake not, perfectly coincide with the 
leading defign of this folemnity. It will be honourary 
to the memory of the man, whofe counfels we recall to 
remembrance ; it will teftify our grief for his death ; 
it will furnifh us with folace in our bereavement ; and 
——what is of vaftly higher importance, and will give un- 
{peakably greater pleafure to the benevolent Spirit of 
WasHincTon, if a witnefs of this celebration,—it> will 
tend to the promotion of our union and peace, of our 
liberty and happinefs. Thy 

* The academical exercifes of Harvard Univerfity, in honour 
of General Wasuincron, confifting of Prayers and appropriate 
Mufic ; a Latin Oration by the Prefident ; a Difcourfe by Profeflor 


‘Tappan ; ‘an Elegiac Poem, and a Funeral Oration, by members 
of the Univerfity ; were performed on the 2rft of February. 
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Thy counfellor is, indeed, perifbed. But is wifdom no 
more in Leman? is counfel perifhed from the prudent? is 
his wi/dom vanifbed ?* No: Recorded in indelible regif- 
ters, it is left, as an invaluable legacy to our nation; 
and by it, he, being dead, yet fpeaketh. t is, principally, 
contained in his memorable VaLEpIcToRY ADDRESS 
to the people of the United States, on his retirement 
from the prefidency. And what.can more tenderly in- 
tereft our attention to this counfel, than a confideration 
of the motive by which it was ditated ? “ Solicitude for 
your welfare,” faid the retiring Sage, “ Solicitude for 
your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and 
the apprehenfion of danger natural to that folicitude, 
urge me, on an occafion like the prefent, to offer to 
your folemn contemplation, and to recommend to your 
frequent review, fome fentiments, which are the refult 
of much refleGtion, of no inconfiderable obfervation, 
and which appear to me all-important to the perma- 
nency of your felicity as a people. Thefe will be of- 
fered to you with the more freedom, as you can only 
feel in them the difinterefted warnings of a parting 
friend, who can poffibly have no perfonal motive to 
bias his counfel.”” If ye did, indeed, love the paternal 
WasHINGTON, if ye are fincere in commemorating his 
death, this day ; thofe words muft touch every fibre of 
your hearts, and infure a filent, may I not fay a relig- 
ious, attention to the important advice which he ther 
offered you, and which I am now to bring into your 
remembrance. : 

On this his natal day, then—a day brightened, in- 
deed, by yonder fun, but deprived of what has long 
given it its higheft luftre—on this eventful day, which, 

* Jer. xlix. 7. af 
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at once, commemorates the birth and the death of our 
common Fatuer, let us, like children aflembled around 
the bed of an expiring parent, liften, with all the eager. 
nefs of filial piety, to his laft, laft counfels. 

Viewing the love of liberty as too congenial to A- 
mericans, to require his recommendation to fortify or 
confirm it, our Counfellor firft invites our attention to 
Unity of government. This, faith he, “is a main pil- 
lar in the edifice of your real Independence, the fup- 
port of your tranquillity at home, your peace abroad ; 
of your fafety ; of your profperity ; of that very liberty 
which you fo highly prize. But, as it is eafy to forefee, 
that from different caufes and from different quatters, 
much pains will be taken, many artifices employed, to 
weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth ; as 
this is the point in your political fortrefs, againft which 
the batteries of internal and external enemies will be 
moft conftantly and actively, (though often covertly and 
infidioufly) direCted, it is of infinite moment that you 
fhould' properly eftimate the immenfe value of your 
National Union to your collective and individual happi- 
nels; that you fhould cherifh a cordial, habitual, and 
immovable attachment to it; accuftoming yourfelves to 
think and {peak of it as of the palladium of your political 
fafety and profperity, watching for its prefervation with 
jealous anxiety ; difcountenancing whatever may fug- 
geft even a fufpicion that it can in any event be aban- 
doned ; and indignantly frowning upon the firft dawn- 
ing of every attempt to alienate any portion of our coun 
try from the reft, or to enfeeble the facred ties which 
now link together, the various parts.” 

The reafons, on which this counfel is founded, are, 
that being, “ by birth or choice, citizens of a common 
country, 
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Country, that country has a right to concentrate our 
affections ; that the name of American, which belongs 
to us in our national capacity, muft always exalt the juft 
pride of patriotifm, more than any appellation derived 
from local difcriminations ; that, with flight thades of 
difference, we have the fame religion, manners, habits, 
and political principles ;_ that we have, in a common 
caufe, fought and triumphed together ; and that the in- 
dependence and liberty we poffefs are the work of joint 
counfels, and joint efforts, of common dangers, fuffer- 
ings and fuccefles.”’* Perfuafive arguments ! calculat- 
ed to bind ‘citizen to citizen, and man to man, and to 
cement the people of the United States into an indif. 
foluble union. 

But, however powerful thefe confiderations, addrefled 
to our fenfibility, they are greatly outweighed by thofe 
which, with deep difcernment, the great Counfellor ad- 
drefles to our intereft. ‘* Here,”? he demonftrates, that 
*‘ every portion of our country finds the moft com- 
manding motives for carefully guarding and preferving 
the union of the whole.” He renders it undeniably 
evident, that, by an unreftrained intercourfe of the North 
with the South, and of the South with the North ; of 
the Eaft with the Weft, and of the Weft with the Eaft ; 


the 
cera amen eee cme ee 
_ * How fixed the principles, how uniform the coinfels, of the 
great American Patriot !. In his Farewell Addrefs to the Armies 
of the United States, 1783, “ it is earneftly recommended to all 
the troops, that, with ftrong attachments to the union, they fhould 
carry with them into civil fociety the moft conciliating difpofi- 
tions ; and that they fhould prove themfelves not lefs virtuous 
and ufeful as citizens, than they have been perfevering, and vic- 
torieus as foldiers.” May this recommendation be facredly re- 
garded by the prefent armies of America, and by all which may 


hereafter be raifed for the national defence ! 
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the immediate and particular intereft of each part will 
be promoted, and that “ all the parts combined cannot 
fail to find in the united mafs of means and efforts, 
greater ftrength, greater refource, proportionably greater 
fecurity from external danger, a lefs frequent interrup- 
tion of their peace by foreign nations 5 and, what is of 
ineftimable value,” that “‘ they muft derive from union 
an exemption from thofe broils and wars between them- 
felves, which fo frequently affli& neighbouring coun- 
tries, not tied together by the fame government ; which 
their own rivalfhips alone would be fufficient to pro- 
duce, but which oppofite foreign alliances, attachments 
and intrigues, would ftimulate and embitter :” and 
that ‘* hence likewife they will avoid the neceflity of 
thofe overgrown military eftablifhments, which are par- 
ticularly hoftile to. republican liberty.” “Under the im- 
preffion of thefe truths, how juftly doth he affert, «that 
your union ought to be confidered as a main prop of 
your liberty, and that the love of the one ought to en- 
dear to you the prefervation of the other 
Among the caufes which may difturb our union, he 
mentions it *¢ as matter of ferious concern, that any 
sround fhould be furnithed for charaterifing parties, 
by geographical difcriminations—Northern and Southersz 
~—Atlantic and Weflern ; whence defigning men may 
endeavour to excite a belief, that there is a real differ- 
ence of local interefts and views.” Mifreprefentations 
of this kind are one of the expedients of party to ac- 
quire influence; and they give rife to baneful jealoufies, 
againft which our paternal monitor cautions us to fhield 
ourfelves with peculiar care. 
‘“‘'To the effieacy and permanency of your union, 2 
government for the whole,” he obferves, “ is indifpenfa, 
ble. 
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ble.* No alliances, however ftri@, between the parts, 
can be an adequate fubftitute ; they will inevitably ex 
perience the infractions and interruptions which all al- 
liances, in all times, have experienced. Senfible of 
this momentous truth, you have improved upon your 
firft eflay, by the adoption of a Conftitution of govern- 
ment better calculated than your former for an intimate 
union, and for the eflicacious management of your com- 
monconcerns. ‘This government, the offspring of your 
own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upon 
full inveftigation and mature deliberation, completely 
free in its principles, in the diftribution of its powers, 
uniting fecurity with energy, and containing within it- 
felf a provifion for its own amendment, has a jult claim 
to your confidence, and your fupport. Refped for its 
authority, compliance with its laws, acquiefcence in its 
meafures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental max- 
ims of true liberty.” “¢ All obftructions to the ex- 
ecution of the laws, all combinations and affociations, 
under whatever plaufible character, with the real defign 
to direct, controul, counteract, or awe the regular de- 
liberation and action of the conftituted authorities,’’ he 
juftly obferves, * are deftructive of the fundamental 

principle 





* <«¢ There are four things which I humbly conceive are effen- 
tial to the well-being, I may even venture to fay, to the exiftence 
of the United States, as an independent power. 

rft. An indiffoluble union of the ftates under one federal head. 

2dly. A -facred regard to public juftice. 

gdly. The adoption of a proper peace eftablifhment. And; 

4thly. The prevalence of that pacific and friendly difpofition 
among the people of the United States, which will induce them 
to forget their local prejudices and policies, to make thofe mutual 
coneentnit which are requifite to the gen-ral profperity, and, in 
fome inftances, to facrifice their individual advantages to the in- 


tereft of the community.’ 
WasuinctTon’s Circular Letter to the Governors of the 
feveral States, 1783. 
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principle of liberty, and of fatal tendency. They ferve 
to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extra~ 
ordinary force, to put in the place of the delegated will 
of the nation the will of a party, often a fmall but art- 
ful and enterprifing minority of the community ; and, 
according to the alternate triumplis of different parties, 
to make the,public adminiftration the mirror of the ill- 
concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather 
than the organ of confiftent and wholefome plans,’ dis 
gelted by common counfels and modified by mutual ins 
terefts.” We are faithfully forewarned that fuch com- 
binations are likely, in the end, “‘ to become potent en- 
gines, by which cunning and unprincipled men will be 
enabled to fubvert the power of the people, and to 
ufurp for themfelves the reins of government.’? 

“¢ Towards the prefervation of our government, and 
the permanency of our prefent happy ftate,? we are 
told, ‘it is requifite not only that we fteadily difcoun- 
tenance irregular oppofition to its acknowledged au- 
thority, but alfo that we refift, with care, the fpirit of 
innovation upon its principles, however {pecious the 
pretexts ;”° and allow it the teft of time and experience. 
We are {pecially counfelled to remember, “ that for the 
efficient management of our common intereft, in a coun- 
try {fo extenfive as our’s, a government of as much vig- 
our as is‘ confiftent with the perfea fecurity of liberty, 
is indifpenfable.”’ We are affured, that < Liberty itfelf 
will find in fuch a government, with powers properly 
diftributed and adjufted, its fureft guardian ; and that 
it is little elfe than a name, where the government is 
too feeble to withftand the enterprizes of faction, to 
confine each member of the fociety within the limits 
prefcribed 
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prefcribed by the laws, and to maintain all in the fecure 
and tranquil enjoyment of the rights of perfon and 
property.” 

Here, again, we are “ warned, in the moft folemn 

manner, again{t the baneful effects of a fpirit of party ;?? 
and are initructed, that, while it generates “¢ the alter- 
nate domination of one faétion over another, which is 
itfelf a frightful defpotifm, and which leads at length to 
the more formal and permanent defpotifm’? of an indi- 
vidual, ‘¢ it ferves always to diftra& the public counfels 
and enfeeble the public adminiftration :” that “ it agi- 
tates the community with ill founded jealoufies, and 
falfe alarms; kindles the animofity of one part againft 
another, and foments occafionally riot and infurrec- 
tion :” that “it opens the door to foreign influence 
and corruption, which find a facilitated accefs to the 
government itfelf through the channels of party paf- 
fions :’’ and that “ thus the policy and will of one 
country are fubjected to the policy and will of another.” 
We are taught, that this fpirit, however falutary in mo- 
narchical governments, ‘* in thofe of a republican form 
is feen in its greateft ranknefs, and is truly their worft 
enemy :” and that, “‘ there being conftant danger of 
excels, the effort ought to be, by force of public opin- 
ion, to mitigate and afluage it. A fire not to be quench- 
ed ; it demands uniform vigilance to prevent its burft- 
ing into a flame, left, inftead of warming, it fhould 
confume.”” | 

Another and a very eflential article in the counfel, 
addrefled to us, advifes us to pay a facred regard to 
moral and religious duties. “ Of all the difpofitions 
and habits which lead to political profperity,” fays the 
pious and patriotic Counfellor, “ Religion and Morality 
are 
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are indifpenfable fupports. In vain would that man 
claim the tribute of patriotifm, who would labour to 


-fubvert thefe great pillars of human happinefs, thefe 


firmeft props of the duties of men and citizens. The 
mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought to 
refpect and to cherifh them.—A volume could not trace 
all their connexions with private and public felicity. 
Let it fimply be afked, where is the fecurity for prop- 


erty, for reputation, for life, if the fenfe of religious ob- 


ligation defert the oaths which are the inftruments of 
invelligation in courts of juftice >And let us with 
caution indulge the fuppofition, that morality ean be 
maintained without religion. Whatever may be cons 
eeded of the influence of refined education on minds of 
peculiar ftructure ; reafon and experience both forbid 
us to expect that national morality can prevail in ex- 
clufion of religious principle. It is fubftantially true, 
that virtue or morality is a neceflary fpring of popular 
government. The rule indeed extends with more or 
lels force to every fpecies of free government. Who 
that is a fincere friend to it can look with indifference . 
upon attempts to fhake the foundation of the fabric ?”* 


In 


* How happily did Wasuincron exemplify this part of his 
counfel, in his official charaGters, as well as in private life! In 
his orders to the American Armies, on the ceflation of hoftilities, 
4783, he inftructs the chaplains, with the feveral brigades, to 
** render thanks to Almighty God,” for the fuccefsful termina- 
tion of the conteft. In his Farewell Addrefs to the Armies, he 
exprefsly acknowledges “ the fingular interpofition of Provi- 
dence,” in the courfe of the war, and devoutly “ offers his prayers, 
in their behalf, to the God of armies.” 

On his refignation of his military commiffion, he confidered it 
** an indifpenfable duty to clofe this lat folemn aé of his official 
life, by recommending the interefts of our deareft country to the 
protection of Almighty Ged, and thofe who have the fuperintend- 


ance 
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In clofe connexion with this counfel to cherith re- 
figion and morality, we are advifed to “ promote, as an 
object of primary importance, inftitutions for the gene- 
tal diffufion of knowledge :’”? and are reminded that 
*¢in proportion as the ftructure of a government gives 
force to public opinion, it is effential that public opinion 
fhould be enlightened.” 


** As avery important fource of ftrength and fecu- 
rity,” we are counfelled to “ cherifh public credit.’ 
While the execution of the advice given on this fubject 
belongs to your reprefentatives, “ it is neceflary,”’ is 

juldy 


ance of them, to his holy keeping.” On his induétion into the 
Prefidency, he offers his ‘* fervent fupplications” to God, for his 
benediction on the newly inftituted government, and on thofe em» 
ployed in its adminiftration ; and remarks, that ‘no people can 
be bound to acknowledge and adore the invifible hand, which 
conducts the affairs of men, more than the people of the United 
States. Every ftep, by which they have advanced to the char- 
acter of an independent nation, feems to have been diftinguifhed 
by fome token of providential agency.” 

With fuch humility and piety did he uniformly acknowledge 
the influence of divine Providence, in all inftances of fuccefs ; and 
with fuch devotion did he uniformly commend the interefts of his 
country to Aumicuty Gop ! In this trait of charaéer, how pre- 
eminently does Wasuincron rife above the great Timo.nony 
than whom few, if any, of the ancient heroes of Greece and Rome 
poffefled higher talents and virtues, or, in other refpects, more near- 
ly refembled the Hero of America. Timoleon afcribed his fuc- 
cefs to Fortune alone ; and, in the fpeeches he made to the peo- 
ple of Syracufe, he frequently faid, “ That he was very thankful 
to Fortune, who (defigning to preferve Sicily) was pleafed to hon- 
our him with the name and title of its deliverer. And having 
built a chapel in his houfe, he there facrificed to Chance, and con- 
fecrated the houfe itfelf to Fortune.”’* Had the-name of Gop 
been placed in the room of Fortune, and Providence in the room 
of Chance, the modefty of this excellent man would have réceived 
the additional ornament of religion. But 'Timoleon faw not ‘the 
pure and benign light of Revelation,” + which Wafhington juftly 
appreciated, and to-which de was peculiarly indebted for his fub-. 
lime virtues, and for his rational piety. 

* Plutarchs + Circular Letter, 
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juttly obferved, “ that public opinion fhould co-operate. 
To facilitate to them the performance of their duty, 1 
is effential that you fhould praétically bear in mind that 
towards the payment of debts there muft be revenue ; 
that to have revenue there muft be taxes; and none 
can be devifed which are not more or lefs inconvenient 
and unpleafant ; that the intrinfic embarraflment in- 
feparable from the felection of the proper objects (which 
is always a choice of difficulties) ought to be a decifive 
motive for a candid conftruction of the condué of the 
government in making it, and for a {pirit of acquiefcence 
in the meafures for obtaining revenue which the public 
exigencies may at any time dictate.” 

We are further advifed to ‘‘ obferve good faith and 
juftice towards all nations ; to cultivate peace and har- 
mony with all ;”’ as what is equally enjoined by “* good 
policy,” and by “ religion and morality.” For the ac- 
complifhment of thefe objects, we dre taught that ** no- 
thing is more effential than that permanent, inveterate 
antipathies againft particular nations, and paffionate at- 
tachment for others, fhould be excluded ; and that in 
the place of them, juft and amicable feelings towards 
all fhould be cultivated.” 

Having enumerated fome of the many evils, which 
originate from fuch national partialities and antipathies, 
among which foreign influence is exprefsly noticed ; 
the Counfellor, as if lifting up a monitory voice, ob- 
ferves : ** Again{ft the infidious wiles of foreign influ- 
ence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the 
jealouly of a free people ought to be con/tantly awake ; 
fince hiftory and experience prove that foreign influence 
is one of the moft baneful foes of republican govern- 
ment.” 
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ment.” Our detached fituation, we are reminded, in- 
vites and enables us to keep ourfelves independent of 
other nations. ‘ Why,” we are interrogated, <“ why 
forego the advantages of fo peculiar a fituation ? Why 
quit our own, to ftand upon foreign ground ? Why, by 
interweaving our deftiny with that of any part of Eu- 
Tope, entangle our peace and profperity in the toils of 
European ambition, rivalfhip, intereft, humour or ca- 
price °” 

_ We are advifed to “take care always to keep our- 
felves, by fuitable eftablifhments, on a refpeétable defen- 
five pofture ;”’ and are juftly taught to believe, “ that 
to be prepared for war is one of the moft effectual 
means of preferving peace.” 

We are inftructed, in fine, that “there can be no 
greater error than to expect or calculate upon real fa- 
vours from nation to nation ;’ that “ itis an illufion 
which experience muft cure, which a juft pride ought 


to difcard.” | 
Such were the counfels of the venerable and patriotic 


Sage, whofe death is the fubject of this day’s lamenta- 
tion. “In offering to you,” faid he, “ my countrymen, 
thefe counfels of an old and affetionate friend, I dare 
not hope they will make the {trong and lafting impref- 
fion I could wifh—that they will controul the ufual cur- 
rent of the paffions, or prevent our nation from run- 
ning the courfe which has hitherto marked the deftiny 
of nations : but if I may even flatter myfelf, that they 
may be productive of fome partial benefit, fome occa- 
fional good; that they may now and then recur to 
moderate the fury of party fpirit, to warn againft the 
mifchiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard againft the im- 
poftures of pretended patriotifm ; this hope will be a 
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full recompence for the folicitude for your welfare, by 
which they have been dictated.” 

Can counfels, fpringing from patriotifm fo difinter- 
efted, from philanthropy fo exalted, delivered too with 
modefty fo unafleGted, with eloquence fo perfuafive, re- 
quire aught elfe to imprefs them on your memories, to 
endear thet to your hearts, er to recommend them to 
your obfervance ? Nothing, but the near and tender 
relation I bear to you; a confcious obligation to do 
what in me lies to promote your political and focial, 
your moral and religious, improvement and happinefs ; 
folicitude for your united and individual welfare, in con- 
junction with that of our common country ; and the 
animating hope, that the voice of your Paftor will, on 
fuch an occafion as this, be attentively heard and re- 
garded, could either prompt, or authorize, me to add 
my humble recommendation to what has the fanétion 
of the name of WasHineTon. But, impelled by a 
fenfe of duty, and infpired by this interefting folemnity, 
¥ prefume to afk a reiterated attention to thofe counfels, 
on the obfervance of which your fafety and happinefs 
are fufpended. 

Remember, my friends and fellow-citizens, they are 
the counfels of the prudent, and the ancient ; of the hon- 
curable man, and THE COUNSELLOR. Remember, they 
are the counfels of the man, who, during eight long 
years, jeoparded his life on the high places of the field, 
in defence of your liberties ; of the man, who fought 
your battles to gain your independence; of the man, 
who, in yonder encampment, “ confumed fo many an- 
xious days, and watchful nights,” to infure your peace 
and tranquillity ; of the man, who led your armies to vic- 
tory 
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tory and triumph; of the man, who aided in the forma. 
tion of your admirable Conftitution of government ; of 
the man, who, for eight years, prefided over your con- 
federated Republic, and effentially contributed to its 
profperity and glory ; of the man, who, in the evening 
of his days, again girded on his fword, to repel your 
enemies 3; of the man, who uniformly facrificed his 
own intereft and tranquillity to the welfare of his coun- 
try ; of the man, whofe whole life was a continued 
feries of patriotic exertions and fervices ; of the man, 
whofe firft and lateft with was, to fee you free, and vir- 
tuous, and happy. If ye will not regard the advice of 
fuch a man; if even the name of WasutncTon will 
not endear it to you; if, now your counfellor is perifhed, 
ye can fuffer his counfel to perifh with him; ye will 
forfeit all claim to the expectation of that happinefs, 
which his counfel was defigned to promote, and merit 
all thofe accumulated evils, which it was intended to 
prevent. Ye will deferve to be fevered by divifion, and 
rent by faction; and to become the prey of fome afpir- 
ing demagogue at home, or of fome defpotic fovereign- 
ty abroad.—-God forbid, that fuch infatuation fhould be 
the caufe of your flavery and ruin! If ye mean any 
thing by the tribute, which ye profefs voluntarily to of- 
fer, this day ; if ye came not hither to infult the athes 
of the dead ; if ye have the leaft regard to your own 
beft interefts, to thofe of our common country, and of 
generations yet unborn ; ye will receive, with the ten- 
dereft fenfibility, the advice of wifdom, and refolve: to 
honour the memory of your Counfellor, by obferving it, 
To this obfervance, then, let me invite all, of what. 
ever character or defcription, in this affembly. Each of 
us, my iellow-citizens, is interefted in whatever relates 
ta 
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to Wasuinc'ton. If we cannot emulate his wifdom, 
we may follow his counfel ; if we cannot make preten- 
fions to his greatnefs, we may copy after his goodnefs ; 
if we cannot afpire at his talents as a General, a Prefi- 
dent, .or a Statefman, we may imitate’ his virtues, as a 
Man, a Citizen, and a Chriftian. 

Let us, therefore, unitedly refolve to purfue that 
courfe, which he has, with equal penetration and patri- 
otifm, marked out for the fecurity of our national liber- 
ty and order, peace and happinefs ; and keep perpetual- 
ly in view his own noble and fublime example. Let 
the unity of government, “‘ which conftitutes us one 
people,” be ever a’ favourite object of our attention and 
zeal. Impreffed with a fenfe of its importance to tHe 
fafety and intereft, and even to the exiftence, of the na- 
tion, let us exert our utmoft endeavours te-preferve it 
inviolate. * Laying afide local prejudices, let us treat 
all the citizens of United America as brethren, and aim 
to become more and more cemented into one great and 
happy fraternity. 

Convinced that, to the prefervation of our union, a 
general government is indifpenfably neceflary, let us 
cherifh a cordial regard to the conftitution and govern- 
ment of the United States. If, my fellow-citizens, ye 
are, at any time, invited to affociate, ** under whatever 
plaufible character,” for the purpofe of * dire€ting, con- 
trouling, counteracting, or awing the regular delibera- 
tion and action of the conftituted authorities ;” fpurn, 
with patriotic indignation, the man, who is capable of 
infultmg your underftanding ; impeaching your patri- 
otiim ; and undermining your liberty. Should ye find 
ferious caufe to complain of any evil either in the Con- 
ftitutien, or Adminiftration, of your government, feek 
redrefs 
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redrefs if a con/titutional manner ; for the Conftitution 
itfelf provides for its own amendment, and for the pun- 
ifhment of mifconduct in thofe who adminifter it— 
Never forget, that “ the bafis of our political fyftems is 
the right of the people to make and to alter their con- 
ftitutions of government ;”* that ye have the frequent 
choice of your own rulers ; and -that, therefore, the 
{taff of power is virtually retained in your own hands. 
If any, whom ye eleé to offices of truft and authority, 
abufe your confidence,.and pervert their delegated pow- 
er to finifter purpofes ; ye may remedy the evil, by 
choofing better men to fucceed them. But if, inftead 
of this expedient, ye cenfure the Conftitution, and op- 
pofe the execution of the laws; ye take the fureft 
method to diffolve the union. 

_ As a mean of promoting unity, and of thus preferv- 
mg your liberty and independence, choofe fuch men 
only into public offices, as ye know to be attached, 
from principle, to that Conftitution, which your great 
Counfellor hath warmly recommended to your confi- 
denee and fupport. If this advice is not exprefled, it 
is implied, in the counfels ef WasHincTon ; and, 
which is more, it is impreflively inculcated by his own 
example. At the laft ele&tion, in Virginia, for the 
choice of a Federal Reprefentative, the aged Patriot rode 
the diftance of ten miles, to give his vote for a man, 
whom he knew to be a firm friend to the Conftitution 
of the United States. Let this venerable Image be be- 
fore your eyes, whenever ye are about to give your uf. 
frages at an’ election ; and, like a tutelar angel, guard 
you from contributing to the divifion and ruin of your 
country. 
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Let your united influence be exerted to chenth pub- 
lic credit ; and, to this end, acquiefce in thofe meafures, 
for raifing a revenue, which the public exigencies may 
require, 

Towards all nations let us obferve good faith and 
jurtice 5 and cultivate peace and harmony with all man- 
kind. Avoiding partial predilections for one nation, 
and antipathies again{t another, let us blufh to bear any 
other name; or to fuftain any other character, than the 
name and chara&ter of AMERICANS. 

Inftitutions for the general diffufion of knowledge let 
us encourage and promote, as effential to the ftability of 
the government, and to the happinefs of the people.* 

Above all, my brethren, let us facredly obferve the 
duties of Morality and Religion—duties admirably il- 
luftrated and recommended ip the example, as well as 
imprefhively inculcated in the counfel, of the great and 
eood Man, whofe lofs we lament. Like WasHINGTON, 
let.us manifeft our piety towards Gop, by acknowledg- 
ing his providence, and obeying his laws, Like him, 
let us habitually aim to maintain the due regulation of 
our appetites and paflions, Like him, let us devote all 
our talents, and exert all our energies, for the promo- 
tion of human happinefs. Like him, let us “ do juf- 
tice, love mercy, and demean ourfelves with that chari- 
ty, humility, and pacific temper of the mind, which were 

the 


* This part of the counfel of Wasuincron, like the reft, was 
exemplified in his own conduct. Uniformly a patron of learning; 
during his life; he bequeathed in perpetuity, at his death, fifty 
Shares, of one hundred pounds fterling each, in the Potowmac 
Company, toward the endowment of a National Univerfity, to be 
eRtablifhed within the limits of the diftri@ of Columbia, under the 
aufpices of the general government: and one hundred fhares, of 
one hundred dollars each, for the ufe of Liberty Hall Academy, 
in Virginia, 
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the chatacteriftics of the sie AUTHOR Of ove - bleffed 
religion ; ; without an humble imitation of whofe exam- 
ple, in thefe things, we can never hope to be a happy 
nation.”’+ Thus fhall we become formed into good 
men, good citizens, and good Chriftians. Thus, like 
WasHINGTON, we fhall be worthy to live ; ‘like WasH- 
INGTON, we fhall not fear to die: ; like WasHIncron, 
we may clofe our own eyes with unfhaken hand ; and, 
with our expiring breath, exclaim: O Death! where is 
thy fting?2 O Grave ! where is thy victory 2 


t Wathington’s Circular Letter. R 
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